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the  Spanish  middle  class  wished  to   assume   its
place in the sun.   However, as was also the case
with Russia during the world war, evolution had
already reached the stage when the middle class
was able to achieve its object only with the assist-
ance of the revolutionary proletariat.   No wonder
that, like Goethe's magician, it soon grew afraid of
the forces it had unleashed, and that in the process
the bourgeois " fathers of the republic/1 Zamora,
Dr. Maranan, and even Colonel Franco fell back
one by one into the bosom of reaction.    It should
be noted, besides, that the broad masses of the
Spanish people were culturally backward, and that
a typically Spanish romantic anarchism had grown
up on this soil.   While anarchism in Catalonia had
its philosophy, its organizations, its newspapers, and
very able leaders, it must be conceded that a con-
siderable  proportion  of the  peasants   wore  their
anarchism with a difference.    In the main it was
a blend of hatred of the oppressors,  feelings of
revenge, and dreams of a millennium.    During the
first years of the Republic this anarchism unwit-
tingly played into the hands of reaction  by  its
assumption of an ultra-Left attitude.   By not taking
part in the elections, and by refusing on principle
all share in the Government, it was instrumental in
bringing the reactionary Leroux Government into
power, and, by its indifference to the Catalan revolt.